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length the principal articles of the Faith, and
continued thus:

‘“ All these words that I have just explained to
you are not human words; they are the words of the
Great Spirit. They are not written like the words
of men, upon a collar, on which a person can say
everything that he wishes; but they are written in
the book of the Great Spirit, to which falsehood
cannot have access.”

In order to make you understand this savage
expression, my dear brother, I must mention that
the custom of these Tribes, when they write to
another Tribe, is to send a collar or a broad belt,
upon which they make many figures with porcelain
beads of different colors. They instruct him who
bears the collar, by saying to him: ‘‘This is what
the collar says to such a Tribe, to such a person,’’
and they send him away. Our Savages would have
difficulty in understanding what we say to them, and
would not be very attentive, if we did not conform
to their manner of thought and expression. I
continued in this way:

‘‘ Take courage, my children; listen to the voice
of the Great Spirit, who speaks to you by my mouth;
he loves you, and his love for you is so great that
he has given his life, that he may procure for you
an eternal life. Alas! perhaps he permitted the
death of one of your Captains only that he might
draw you to the place of prayer, and cause you to
hear his voice. Consider that you are not immortal.
The day will come when, in like manner, tears will
be wiped away because of your death; what will it
advantage you to have been in this life great
Captains, if after your death you are cast into eternal



